Research Assistant
CASCADE
To contribute to research within the field of children’s social care and parental alcohol use. Duties will include conducting a rapid literature review, preparing and analysing administrative data sets housed within the SAIL Databank, and administrative tasks. 

Main Duties and Responsibilities 
· To undertake research, e.g. by reviewing literature, preparing data, analysing data, writing up findings.  
· Actively participate within the research group, communicating and presenting research at meetings, through publications and other recognised avenues as appropriate, ensuring information is communicated to internal and external partners
· To support public involvement activities
· To contribute and support research publications and presentations as required
· To contribute and support research funding bids as required
· To analyse and communicate complex ideas, concepts and data using appropriate methods and packages 
· To generate research output and contribute to the development of independent and original ideas as appropriate
· To provide support in research activities and provide guidance to other members of staff within the research team
· To maintain and update area of specialist knowledge, researching and critically appraising relevant literature within the area.
Other
· To participate in School administration and activities to promote the School and its work to the wider University and the outside world
· To undergo personal and professional development that is appropriate to and which will enhance performance.
· To ensure that an understanding of the importance of confidentiality is applied when undertaking all duties
· To abide by the University policies on Health and Safety and Equality and Diversity
· Any other duties not included above, but consistent with the role.
Person Specification 
Essential Criteria
1. A degree in a relevant discipline (e.g. social science, social work, social policy), or equivalent experience
2. Knowledge and experience of quantitative research methods and techniques 
3. Knowledge of children’s social care, which can include lived experience as a practitioner or receiving services.
4. Experience using statistical software packages such as STATA, R, or others
5. Proven ability to analyse complex information and summarise appropriately
6. Ability to demonstrate the capability and drive to succeed in securing research funding
7. Proven communication skills, including presentation to various audiences
8. Excellent organisational and team-working skills
9. Proven ability to demonstrate creativity, innovation and teamworking within work
Desirable Criteria
· Postgraduate degree at PhD level (or nearing completion / submission) in a related subject area or relevant industrial experience
· Experience using administrative data sets (e.g. The SAIL Databank)
· Evidence of collaborations with industry.
· Proven ability to work without close supervision
· Proven ability to adapt to the changing requirements of the Higher Education community. 

Children’s Social Care Research and Development Centre (CASCADE)

CASCADE is the leading centre for evaluative research in children’s social care in the UK and a leading centre of excellence in social sciences and education research. It is the only centre of its kind in Wales, promoting evidence and improving outcomes for children and families. It is concerned with all aspects of community responses to social need in children and families, including family support services, children in need services, child protection, looked after children and adoption. It aims first and foremost to improve the well-being and safety of children and their families by: 

· Generating primary research evidence of an internationally recognised high quality. 
· Making the results of this research, and research produced elsewhere, available in an accessible form for children and families who receive social care services, professionals and policy-makers. 
· Developing social care research capacity in Wales by providing opportunities for researchers from undergraduate through to senior career stages. 
· Engaging a range of collaborators in research, including children and young people, parents and carers, practitioners, policy-makers and social care providers from the public, private and third sectors. 
CASCADE supports and develops people throughout their careers, including guiding the next generation of research leaders. Involving those with experience of receiving services across our work in consequential ways and engage the sector in sustained and meaningful efforts to understand and use research knowledge. This is done not only through our research work, but also practically by providing dissemination, Training & public engagement through our projects ‘ExChange’ & the Public involvement team, ‘CASCADE Voices.’
CASCADE is based within Cardiff University School of Social Sciences. The School is an inter-disciplinary centre of teaching and research. With strong links with industry and medicine, it seeks to lead on public and policy debates at international, national, and local levels and is renowned for its innovative scholarship across the social sciences and beyond. Further details of the School's activities may be found on our home page: http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi.

